CHAPTER III

LIFE  IN  PHILADELPHIA

THE rapid increase of population and the growing
prosperity in Pennsylvania during the life of its
founder present a striking contrast to the slower
and more troubled growth of the other British
colonies in America. The settlers in Pennsylvania
engaged at once in profitable agriculture. The
loam, clay, and limestone soils on the Pennsylvania
side of the Delaware produced heavy crops of
grain, as well as pasture for cattle and valuable
lumber from its forests. The Pennsylvania set-
tlers were of a class particularly skilled in dealing
with the soil. They apparently encountered none
of the difficulties, due probably to incompetent farm-
ing, which beset the settlers of Delaware, whose land
was as good as that of the Pennsylvania colonists.

In a few years the port of Philadelphia was load-
ing abundant cargoes for England and the great
West India trade. After much experimenting